Youth Hockey Committee Meeting: November 2, 2006

Attendance: Mike Rutter, Donna Beall, Jan Madison, Marjie Heyman, Rich Haines, John O’Bannon, Mike Rivey, Dave Miewald, Ginny Sullivan, Rebecca Creighton. 

Absent (excused): Tom France and Bill Mathews

Also Present: Gary Jahrig (director), Bob Hayler, Julie Emnett, Betty Higgins, Steve Schwartz, Mike Laughnan, Matt Cavanaugh 

Due to time considerations, Betty Higgins spoke before other committee business was discussed. She requested that Casey Higgins be permitted to join the Bantam B, and that consideration please be given to obtaining a discount on registration costs for Casey due to Skip’s position as an advisor to the current president. Mike Rutter noted that he had sent an email to Betty explaining why a discount would not be possible. Gary Jahrig noted that there was room for Casey on the Bantam B team. Discussion on topic tabled until later in the meeting (see discussion below). 

Donna Beall requested that the names of those players who participated in the Missoula Osprey 50-50 sales be sent to her.

Motion made by Donna Beall to accept October 18 minutes; seconded by Jan Madison.

Treasurer’s Report: Jan Madison reported that there is approximately $89,000 deposited, with $3000 paid out in expenses; she will talk with Beth Schenk to balance out any other unaccounted for monies.

Director’s Report: The IP (Introductory Program) went very well; only one participant decided not to move up. Over 30 kids were in attendance. The IP program will be repeated the first week of January, given the large number of requests to repeat the program. The IP in January will run 8 weeks on Saturday mornings. John O’Bannon also reiterated that it was a good program; there were 3 paid instructors as well as volunteers, adding to the overall success.

ACTION REQUEST: Gary Jahrig to send Donna Beall the list and addresses of the kids who participated in the IP for next year’s mailings.

The director also discussed the upcoming Blast-off tournament. Currently, there are four Squirt teams, 8 PeeWee teams, and 10 Bantam teams signed up for the respective tournaments. All games are scheduled to be played on the indoor rink. The 4-H concession stand will be opened for the tournaments. A discussion ensued as to whether food could be sold at the concession stand, with there being some uncertainty as to whether the tournaments qualify as a ‘closed group’ (thereby only needing a waiver from the Health Dept.), or if a full-fledged permit is needed. 

The director noted that the high school tournament over the New Years holiday also has received a lot of interest, with 4 – 5 teams responding to the initial request.

Donna Beall reviewed the registration numbers for in-house. There is very good interest. So far, there are approximately 31 Termite, 51 Mite, 47 Squirt, 21 Middle School Girls, 35 Middle School Boys, 20 High School Girls (includes the U16/U19 girls) and 19 High School Boys. Mike asked that final numbers be submitted so that the ice practice times can be adjusted. Donna noted that some of the registration forms are incomplete/contain no checks for fundraising, in-service, etc., especially those received directly by the rink. 

ACTION REQUEST: Donna to provide final in-house numbers to Tim Bechtold. 

ACTION REQUEST: Mike Rutter to work with rink people so that incoming registration packets are complete. 

Finally, Rich Haines and Dave Miewald reported that the HS A divisionals have been moved from Havre to Butte; and that the HS A state tournament has been moved to the middle of March (although numerous requests were made from many teams to not have it over Spring Break; however, Billings teams needed it moved – another example of “Duly Noted and Disregarded”).

 Old Business

Cookie Dough: Mike Rivey reported that we have the dates for the cookie dough sales, and that these were sent to Valerie Rutter for inclusion on the website. There will be a specific cookie dough link. The dates are about the same as in previous years: Dec. 1 orders must be in, with a delivery date by Dec. 11. Mike also said that he wants to start the fundraising for the skateathon early; he feels it would be good to link it up right after the cookie dough sales. 

Photos: Individual and team photos will be coordinated by Stacy Wilky and will again be done on the ice.

New Business

Blast-Off Tournaments: discussed earlier

Payable Volunteer Hours: Marjie Heyman had contacted Janie Haight (243-2202) at the UM Athletics about signing up MAYHA to work paid volunteer hours at various sporting events, with pay going directly to MAYHA. Our name is on the list as an interested group; Marjie will contact Janie in April to determine if there is need.

No Tolerance Policy: Julie Emnett has the materials for the ‘no tolerance’ program. She needs the team managers and coordinators to set up meetings on no tolerance, which will include brochures and a video. Mike Rutter could give opening comments at each meeting:)  A suggestion was also made to see if the DVD of the new rules could be viewed at this same meeting, and/or if fundraising info can be disbursed at these same meetings.

ACTION REQUEST: Each team manager/coordinator needs to set up a meeting early to present these materials to all team parents. Julie Emnett will send a notice out to each team manager to coordinate their teams for said meeting.

Bantam B Roster: It was decided that Casey Higgins can play on the Bantam B team, given that there is still room on the team, and precedence has been set with other individuals in the past. There is no waiver given for Skip’s position; however, Casey’s parents may apply for a scholarship. The scholarship committee will consider all scholarship requests and distribute money accordingly.

General: It was discussed that there needs to be a very clear discussion and dissemination of policy for next and future years as to what is our philosophy as a hockey organization, what do we want to be as a hockey organization, and what is considered appropriate consideration with respect to funding, rostering, tryouts, scholarships, etc. of youth players. 

ACTION REQUEST: Above topic will be discussed at a future meeting, including what programs will be offered next year. Meeting time to be set by Mike Rutter.

Goalie Situation, High School B: Do not have enough HS goalies, while do have 3 Bantam age goalies. There was a discussion as to the viability of having one of the Bantam goalies, Aaron Schwartz, practice and play with both the High School and Bantam A teams, in the hopes that he could qualify for the Bantam A state tournament. Unfortunately, Aaron would miss some of the scheduled HS B games, and the other Bantam A goalie does not feel comfortable playing at the high school level as a fill-in. Matt Cavanaugh, the HS B coach, strongly feels that he needs a steady goaltender, as it is in the best interests of the team, as well as the goaltender. He did not advocate for the flexible schedule, and feels that it would not work for him or the HS B team. The comments will be considered by the Schwartz family, and a decision will be made by November 5. 

The meeting was adjourned without discussing the final agenda item: youth hockey programs for next year, and midget hockey for next year. These will be deferred to the next meeting.

