Youth Hockey Committee Meeting: January 24, 2007

Attendance: Mike Rutter, Jan Madison, Marjie Heyman, Rich Haines, Dave Miewald, Bill Mathews, Rebecca Creighton, Donna Beall, Scott Anderson, Ginny Sullivan, Skip Higgins, Beth Woody, Colleen Leadbetter, Chris Odlin, Kathy Heffernan

Absent (excused): Tom France, Greg Wickes

Motion made by Rich Haines to accept December 14, 2006 minutes; seconded by Jan Madison.

Treasurer’s Report: Jan Madison reported that there is approximately $9000 outstanding in unpaid fees for both travel and house youth hockey programs. Letters had been sent out, and Jan has attempted to personally collect some of these fees. Both Jan and Donna Beall suggested that this issue needs to be addressed in a policy to prevent future problems. 
Agenda order was revised to allow visiting members the opportunity to address specific concerns.

Youth Hockey Issues

1. Mite travel. Several parents of Mite players, including Scott Anderson, have put forth a proposal to plan out a mite travel team for next year. Scott mentioned that the use of half-ice, large house teams, and few games does not allow for the adequate development of youth hockey players at early ages. Parents, including Chris Odlin and Colleen Leadbetter, support Scott’s proposal for a Mite Travel Hockey Team for next year. The committee agreed that this is an important first step if MAYHA is to be better able to field competitive teams in the future, and have encouraged Scott to continue with discussions with other parents and players, with an eye toward putting together a Mite travel team for the 2007-2008 season.

2. Discussion on Paul Heffernen moving to Bantam B hockey. This was discussed as a follow-up to several emails sent to committee members regarding this topic. The committee was asked to permit Paul Heffernen to move from the house league to play travel hockey for the Bantam B team. He would be able to play in enough league games to allow him to play in the State Tournament, and the coaches and team players supported the move. Appropriate fees would need to be assessed. After some discussion, it was decided that Paul could move to travel hockey, although the committee disagreed if that decision could be made by the YH Director solely, and if the YHD could assign a prorated fee. Marjie Heyman suggested that since Paul was able to play in the state tournament, he should pay at least 75% of travel fees, less already paid house fees. Ginny Sullivan suggested that the assignment of fees should be left to Jan Madison as treasurer and Donna Beall as registrar. Jan and Donna agreed to meet and discuss a fee for Paul, and relay that information to the Heffernans. The committee agreed that this situation should not be considered as a precedent for the future. It was agreed that crafting a consistent policy around this and other issues that have come up throughout the year needs to be done. 

Other Agenda Items

1. Discussion on coaching selections and team selections in the future was table until a later date. It was agreed that there needs to be a consistent policy that address these issues.

2. Members agreed that the website by Jim Hartzell should be linked to our MAYHA website.

3. The Board had asked that youth hockey consider participating in the Shoot-out fundraiser. Mike Rutter noted that youth hockey has numerous fundraisers, and that to ask parents for more money at the end of the season was unlikely to bring about results. Several other committee members agreed. 

4. Marjie Heyman pleaded for more basketball volunteers; a few people signed up (thank you!)

5. Ginny Sullivan discussed the frustration with staffing the concession stand, and commented that Lori DeHart is constantly working there. While Ginny has sent out emails, both on the list serve and to team managers/coordinators asking for volunteers, the stand regularly is understaffed. This lead to a discussion as to whether the Concession Stand Coordinating position should be eligible for at least a partial waiver, given the time that is invested in it. The committee had a brief discussion on that, with no final decision made. This will be addressed with other policy revisions.

6. Rich Haines mentioned that the end of the year is coming, and that equipment needs to be returned. He also mentioned his frustration with people other than himself or Dave Miewald handing out equipment without properly inventorying who received what equipment. The committee agreed that only the equipment managers should be dispensing equipment. This is an issue that will also need to be addressed for next year’s season.

The meeting ended with another meeting tentatively scheduled for late February.

