MAYHA Youth Hockey Committee Meeting of August 18, 2009  - Minutes

Present:  Committee members:  Marjie Heyman, Jan Madison, Marcia Holland, Mitch Ferm, Colleen Leadbetter, Dave Miewald, Gary Jahrig, Bill Mathews, Brad Bowman,  Angie Dean, Beth Woody, Rick Robinson; parents:   Brent Leadbetter 

Update from Bill Matthews, Executive Director of GIR:

1. Bill Mathews gave those present a tour of the new skate room and new locker rooms; he discussed the naming rights opportunity for the skate room ($5000/year for five years)

2. Update on Fire and Ice – set for 9/18; selling tickets (more affordable this year); committee members encouraged to sell as many tickets as group can – goal is to make $10,000 (before dinner); connected to tickets is a chance to enter drawings for various items;  postcard invites to all MAYHA, GHL members and invites to all business connections of rink; committee looking for silent and live auction items (and hoping to have auction items listed prior to event on website); suggestion:  set up a way to sell tickets on line

3. Steve Schwartz provided a list of non-returned jerseys to Bill; committee reviewed list; committee encouraged to engage in follow-up contacts to encourage the return of the jerseys

4. Operations update:  new system used to put down ice (following training); replaced indoor rink lighting with T-5 lights (energy efficient lights for non-hockey events – money-saving effort)

5. Fair report:  weather (rain) meant numbers were down – less revenue

6. Concessions:  Hayley Mathews will be taking over the training for concessions (volunteer position at this point)

7.  Bill has been talking to owner of Taco Del Sol , Dave Beaton, re: fundraising (similar to skate park about entering into an agreement whereby the restaurants would give to the rink  25% of purchase at the restaurant (under discussion)

Update from Gary Jahrig, Youth Hockey Director:


1. Fair exhibition games well attended (PeeWee/Bantam exhibit was down a bit)

2. RMHC Camps:  goalie camp well attended; regular camp numbers are down (60 kids total)

3. Fall hockey:  starts in a couple of weeks; announcements going out from rink; registration costs up, so waiting to see what numbers show up for registration

4. State tournaments:  Missoula likely to bid on younger age group teams for state tournament

Update from Dave Miewald, MAHA representative:

1. MAHA Summer meeting:  Rich’s term ended  and Traver McLeod was elected in his stead; MAHA  just set tournament schedule (U-16, JV and high school); new movement called “Grow the Game” being considered; Tier II teams broken into regions (MT in with ID and NM); MAYHA must decide if want to commit to Tier II (substantial fines if don’t go to finals); declaration date is September 26th; must get 20 games in (against like-comparable teams);  USA Hockey is switching to 5/1-4/30 year (so kids in spring league will have to register again to get a USA # for spring league); coaching opportunities at Lake Placid (no costs covered); Level 4 ref clinic in October in Billings; discussion re: tournament rule changes (e.g., EMT for all games, hospitality rooms); MT represented 17% of players at development camps and at a greater percentage at next level; concerned about the girls program (camps and leagues); HS National tournament: 3/24-28; Squirt – 19/21, PW 26-68, Bant, JV 2/12-14, HS 26-28 (div.)

2. Tournament Dates and Schedules:

·         Festival Feb 19, 20 & 21.
·         High school - March 5,6,7
·         Bantam - March 12,13,14
·         Peewee- Feb 26, 27, 28
·         Squirts- Feb 19, 20, 21
·         Mite Jamboree - Feb 12,13,14
·         U16 - Feb 26, 27, 28
.          JV - Feb 12, 13, 14
3. MAYHA not using festival style, but teams who want to host more than one team per weekend, can do so with no penalty; discussion followed re: how Missoula might be able to host multiple games on a weekend; 

4.  Suggestion to do something with Sled Hockey (players with disabilities) in Missoula (other towns in Montana have done so): Bill M. indicated that the rink is interested in doing so (Bill is investigating a volunteer to coordinate)

Treasurer’s Report from Jan Madison:

1.  Slow registration so want to do some additional early registrations (before Fire and Ice); dates discussed (9/9 (6-9)  and 8/29 (8-12) – at rink); need to know by 9/15 for travel teams

2.  Policy strictly adhered to this year – players not allowed  on the ice if certain requirements are not met

3.  Scholarships:  some money set aside, but actually have to match it ($5000); discussion by Bill – zamboni rides on Martha during Maulers games for $$ - money goes to scholarships

Miscellaneous Discussions:

1. Bulletin Boards:  not sure when the boards are going to be put back up (then announcements, etc. can go up)

2. GIR Board: board  meeting tomorrow – group to discuss a rep from MAYHA YHC to serve for the next three years; focus of board is on fundraising; Board is twelve (including officers, including three one-year appointed positions)

3.  Suggestion made regarding encouraging parental involvement:  three general meetings of MAYHA during the year away from the rink to encourage parent involvement (make it a requirement that a parent must attend one of three meetings); suggestion discussed.

