   To me, few things in life are as wonderful as a new sheet of ice and it is my great pleasure to welcome back everyone to another season at the Glacier Ice Rink.  You will not notice any large changes at the rink but you should see some small ones.  We have a new dasherboard cap (it’s blue) to replace our old, beat up and cracked red one.  We also have showers in locker rooms 3 and 4.  Shortly, you will also notice new reader board TVs as part of a new software system that will better coordinate all of the various events at the rink.  We also have some corresponding improvements to the website as well as other minor improvements.

    The Board made the conscious decision not to do any major improvements to the rink this year, despite the fact that we have some money in a reserve account for additional construction, thanks in large part to the Big Sky Brewing concert series (and it should be a very large THANKS to Big Sky Brewing and the volunteers that made that happen).  Everyone at the rink is aware of our needed improvements – the locker rooms, the parking lot, additional warm areas, additional stands, and the like.  These improvements are estimated to cost over $400,000.

    Correspondingly, many people at the rink are also aware of some of the problems we have had with the Fair over the past year.  These problems originated from problems with our lease.  In short, the lease we signed many years ago did not anticipate our incredible growth and success.  It worked well enough when we were a small grassroots organization but does not meet our current needs.

    As an organization, we are at a crossroads.  We need to decide whether we should put the money into the existing structures or build a new structure elsewhere.  The answer to that question will depend on whether the County is in a position to work with us on the lease.  We have just sent a letter to the County advising it of our need to discuss certain items (such as a parking lot and access points as well as year round control of the facility).  It is our intent to have this issue decided within the next year so we can decide to either build the necessary improvements or build at a new site.

    As I said in January, there may come a time in which we request our large, strong, and dedicated users assist us in discussing these issues with the County.  We will be in touch over the course of the season to let you know of any progress.  If you do have any questions, please contact either Eric Penn or me.

    I hope everyone has a fun and successful hockey season.  I also hope that one year from now we are talking about how we have the best facility in the State.

Sean Morris
MAYHA President
