President's Message  November 23, 2010 
With the Youth Hockey blast-off tournaments in full swing and GHL going strong, I am happy to welcome all of our users back to the Glacier Ice Rink.  As I mentioned last spring, the summer improvements to the Rink are more subtle than you may have seen in previous years.  You may note the improved lighting in the parking lot, finished drywall and painting, new work on the bleacher heating system, finished Zamboni garage, as well as a variety smaller items in the skate shop and elsewhere.  The plan was to finish many of the smaller projects and save our money for additional construction later.

Speaking of the parking lot, we are very aware of the parking and access issues.  Many people remain understandably frustrated with the situation.  We are working with a new fairgrounds manager, Steve Earle.  As Steve is new to the position, we are working to educate him on our operation and needs.  That process has not been as smooth as we want but we are having some (albeit slow) success now that all programs are operating.  

I ask that the users remain patient as we try to work this out.  Please feel free to let any of us on the Board know your concerns.  There may be a time in which we will ask our users to get involved in the process, but we are not yet there.  I know that the County does not understand either the number of users or their dedication, energy, and vitality.  If necessary, we will use our numbers to obtain what we need but, for now, we need to exhaust all attempts to get Steve educated so we can in good faith say we did all we could.  

Finally, on a positive note, I hope everyone has had the opportunity to meet our new Executive Director, Eric Penn.  Since I am not sure Eric ever leaves the Rink, everyone should to get to know.  His first few months on the job have been fantastic and the work that he is doing is outstanding.  Please take a moment to say hello and welcome him back to Missoula.

Here’s to another great and fun year of hockey at the Glacier Ice Rink.

Sean Morris
MAYHA President

