President’s Monthly Message

November 2007 

It sure didn’t take long for the frenetic winter season at the rink to kick into high gear. The month of November marks the start of the house youth hockey programs and the Winter GHL season, while the travel hockey teams are just getting a little more icetime on their skates from their start at the end of October. Of course the Maulers have been skating since August and the figure skaters skate whenever there is ice no matter the season.
In my monthly messages over the last year I warned you all that big changes were afoot at the rink and with our organization, and now we all have been able to see a bunch of those changes come to fruition: First, Bill Mathews has been on the job as executive director of MAYHA for five months, and he and core rink staff Tim Zalinger, Ron Swanson, and Todd Kowalski have hustling while keeping our rapidly-changing facility in game shape. Next, the Missoula Maulers Junior team has proven to be a big hit, and the Maulers have invested heavily in Glacier Ice Rink, installing bleachers, a new sound system, and a mezzanine locker room and seating area. Third, thanks to an anonymous donation and the excellent work of Jackson Construction, we have been able to build two ground floor locker rooms that have heat and light, toilets that flush, and hot showers. Modern times. Fourth, thanks to a donation from First Interstate Bank and the First Interstate Foundation, we have installed a new scoreboard in the inside rink and have moved the all-weather scoreboard from inside to the north end of the outside rink. Finally, Youth Hockey Director Gary Jahrig and GHL Commissioner Traver McLeod are handling an explosive growth in the numbers of kids and adults playing hockey at Glacier Ice Rink.
The next big thing for our rink will be completion of our concessions area, which we anticipate should be ready and operating by New Year’s Eve. The concessions area will have heat-and-serve food items, like pizza and hot dogs. We won’t be grilling salmon and ahi, but we will be able to offer some hot food and hot drinks, and a small heated area to sit and eat. And for all the hockey parents who have spent so much time getting refrigerated at the rink, it looks like we will be installing radiant heat in a few select areas of the building, and we are looking into providing wifi access for rink visitors. You still might need fingerless gloves so your hands don’t freeze, though. 
Regarding board business: MAYHA members elected Sean Morris, Fletcher Brown, and Deanna Jeness to three-year terms on the board of directors; I am pleased to welcome their enthusiasm and experience to the board.  I would also like to thank outgoing board members Dave Miewald, Eric Peterson, and Mike Rutter for their years of dedicated service on the board. The board has elected me as Board President for another year, Marjie Heyman as VP, Harvey Hergett as Secretary, and Beth Schenk as Treasurer. The minutes of our meetings are posted on our new-look website, and the meetings are open to anyone who wants to attend on the second Wednesday of each month.
Each year, MAYHA makes payments to Missoula County to finance the bonds that Missoula County floated to forward the capital necessary to enclose the indoor rink and construct the outdoor rink. We will be making these payments for the next 17 years. I am pleased to report that MAYHA has deposited $102,000 in an interest-earning CD set to mature on June 29, 2008, just in time to make a payment of $102,500 to Missoula County on June 30, 2008. MAYHA is a non-profit organization, but we still need to run in the black in order to be able to provide skating opportunities for everyone. 
It costs us about $165 per hour to provide ice. We have kept our ice rental price at $175 per hour this year, the same as last year. Our own programs, youth hockey and the GHL, are budgeted to pay $165 per hour for ice, while groups that rent the ice, such the Missoula Figure Skating Club, WHAM, or a group of guys who just want to play a little hockey pay $175 per hour. As our youth hockey programs and adult hockey programs expand, we are finding open ice times are pretty rare.

Thanks in part to a $20,000 grant from the Charlotte Martin Foundation for enhancement of girls’ hockey, Youth Hockey Director Gary Jahrig reports that the number of girls playing in our youth hockey programs has almost doubled this year. Our next challenge will be to provide competition for our girls’ teams, because right now the only girls’ teams in Montana are U19 teams in Sidney, Glasgow, and Miles City, and all three play in the North Dakota league. We have the only U14 and U12 teams from Seattle to Minot, basically, so we are looking to BC and Alberta for competition. 

This year, we established a GHL Womens’ Advanced League, in which the Frost, Ice Hounds, and Blades of Glory play in a round-robin format, and which features  a weekly exhibition against our U19 Select team. This league serves both to provide high-tempo hockey for adults, but also to give steady game competition for our U19s.

GHL Commissioner Traver McLeod reports that we have 44 GHL teams this year. I guess we better start thinking about building another sheet of ice.     
If you have questions or suggestions, please contact me. 

Tim Bechtold

tim@rossbachlaw.com

